AUTHOR'S  PREFACE
Tins industries briefly summarized in the present volume in
their modern applications have reached a considerable
magnitude and involve considerations of an economic
character which nmst be based upon accurate chemical data
for future development. A student making a choice of
industrial chemical work is apt to think that the industries
dealing with, starch, sugar, and alcohol, do not afford much
scope for the application of chemical principles; but this
book may serve to dispel such an erroneous view, and show
that; not. only is a fairly wide knowledge of the chemical
constitution of these sugars and their synthesis, formation
iu the plant; and in the laboratory important, but that their
decomposition products involve biochemical changes of great
interest which cannot fail to be of value in establishing new
world conditions of exchange.
Many of the problems specially appeal to the British
public, and afford considerations of tropical agriculture and
chemical manufacture under economic conditions of power
and labour which may modify future progress. It is
impossible within the scope of a single volume more than to
glance at, these varied developments, but it is hoped that the
outline here presented may be of interest to many readers,
and stimulate greater interest in this country in some of the
industries which hitherto as a nation we have not taken
into still icieut account. It has been diflieult to avoid